
 

 

 

 

 

03/08/2017 - It's been my honour to pray today, I was aware of the 
theme of blockages that has been current recently and I purposely 
moved away from this as I prayed but God had other ideas and brought 
me back to Blockages again. Bear with me, it's a little long, I hope it is 
encouraging.           

Blockages 

1. Blockages can come from us! 

2. Church can be a place of isolation 

3. We can be so busy receiving the Holy Spirit and then taking it 
away with us that we don’t always see those alongside us who are 
struggling.  We become preoccupied with what we’ve received from God 
that day that we forget to give some of it away. 

4. To help those who are finding life hard we have to become the ears 
of Jesus and listen. We have to become the arms of Jesus and hold them 
as they cry.  We should only be the voice of Jesus when we’re sure it’s 
His words we are speaking.  The tongue is a powerful tool that can heal 
or destroy. (Proverbs 15:4)  

When people come into the Church they are searching for something, 
sometimes they are broken and need the healing touch of Jesus.  We all 
know that He can heal in an instant, Miracle still happen today.  
However, most healing comes with time as they get to know who Jesus 
is. 

 



 

 

We, however, have to learn to understand people, Jesus had direct 
contact to His Father, so do we and we only have to ask Him and He 
will give us what we need.  Our problem is that we often come to people 
with our own pre-conceived ideas and prejudices.  Who is acceptable, 
how people should behave etc.  How can we pray for someone, for 
example, with a Mental Health problem if we’re thinking ‘you should 
pull yourself together’.  It’s a blockage to the work of the Holy Spirit. 
God is not saying we all have this opinion, it's an example.  

As we pray for Ashford we could each pray for ourselves and those in 
our Churches to open our minds, help us learn and understand how we 
walk the long walk with people, just as Jesus walked the long walk with 
His disciples.            God Bless you all xx 

 

 

03/08/2017 - I love the way God brought u back to His theme and you 
listened.  I think what I have taken from it is we each need to be able to 
get out of the way and let God do His work through us rather than Him 
having to go around us some times when we get in the way.  Yes and 
we all need unblocking in ourselves so He has freedom to roam in our 
lives and do His will.  Thank you for this. 

 

03/08/2017 - I agree with you all. The key is to so trust Jesus that we let 
go of controlling our lives and instead follow our Great Shepherd 
wherever he leads. So easy to say, but impossible to do *without his 
Spirit* filling, enabling and emboldening us.   

 

5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the 
flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their 
minds set on what the Spirit desires.  

 



 

6 The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by 
the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The mind governed by the flesh is hostile 
to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those who are 
in the realm of the flesh cannot please God. 

Romans 8:5-8 | NIVUK 

 

03/08/2017 - It's so encouraging to see how God is speaking to us across 
the different churches - there is a unity in the Spirit and yet God is able 
to speak and reveal slightly different things to each one of whilst 
keeping us flowing in the same vein. I have just returned a house group 
meeting led by Evie and it was all about being led by the Spirit.  

 

06/08/2017 - Yesterday was my turn to pray and the first thing that 
God brought to mind was the Chris Tomlin song.  

You're the God of this city. You're the King of these people. You're the 
Lord of this nation. You are.  

You're the Light in the darkness. You're the Hope to the hopeless. You're 
the Peace to the restless. You are. 

There is no one like our God.  

There is no one like our God. 

For greater things have yet to come and greater things are still to be 
done in this city. This I proclaimed over Ashford.  

Then God reminded me of the story of the defeat of the Amalekites in 
Exodus 17 where Moses said to Joshua 'Choose some of our men and go 
out to fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill 
with the staff of God in my hands.'  So Joshua went to fight and Moses, 
Aaron and Hur went to the top of the hill.  

 

 

 



 

 

As long as Moses held up his hands the Israelites were winning but 
when his hands grew tired and he lowered them the Amalekites were 
winning. So Aaron and Hur took a stone and sat Moses on it and then 
they each held an arm up so that Moses' hands remained steady until 
sunset. So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army.  

I felt God was saying that the staff we are holding up is our prayers 
and all the time we keep on praying then we will overcome the enemy 
and see the salvation of God in this town.  

 

11/08/2017 - Today is my first slot so thought I would share for what it 
isworth.  I started with God thinking of Ashford as a place that is 
wanting to better itself, that wants to improve on it's past and be 
aspirational  but this is all self-effort and in man's strength.  As things 
change the inequalities that are already there in the town will be more 
obvious and evident to the eye. I felt God was reminding his people that 
He calls us more than ever to stand in that gap and be the bridge that 
joins communities together. He then spoke to me through the parable of 
the lost pearl, calling us to that sense of loss of something precious (Him), 
to clean out our "homes" and find Him in a deeper way, to rejoice in 
this and then share that joy with our neighbours. I was sitting in my 
garden when a jackdaw perched in a tree above me. He sang loud and 
raucous before flying off to be followed by two collared doves who 
looked beautiful but were silent. I felt God remind me we can spend too 
much time making ourselves and our churches  look pleasing but have 
nothing to say when He would rather we made a loud noise even if it 
was a bit raw and rough round the edges. Hope this encourages and 
helps.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

11/08/2017 - Thank you for sharing this, we can all ponder now and see 
what God says to us also.  I believe we are being asked to stand up for 
the lost because He loves them and we need to continue to go deeper 
and deeper with Him so He can use us.   

 

11/08/2017 - I have felt for a while that we can all too easily focus on a 
good performance and miss the essence of Him in the polish. We need 
to be real and raw is right there in the essence.  

 

11/08/2017 - Churches can easily put on a show. I often think of the 
larger ones that we look at and think if only we could be like that. Some 
of these Churches are good and they still balance the outward 
appearance with the inner work but others don't. But all of them 
started somewhere. You are right, we just have to focus on Jesus and, 
as you say, be real, and stay real. Then what is seen on the outside will 
hopefully always be what's on the inside also. 

 

12/08/2017 - It was my turn to pray for Ashford today and as I was 
praying the Holy Spirit led me to pray for God's light to shine in all the 
dark places. I saw this bright light penetrating Ashford. That light that 
is so pure, so bright, so cleansing that nothing can hide from it!  

And as I went about my day doing outreach for Jesus 2 different people 
both said the same thing ...they cannot abide religiosity that they are 
seeing in church so they reject going to church. Too many of us are 
about form and not substance.... Words that have been echoed on more 
than one occasion right here  

 

 

 



 

 

...May God grant us the strength to break with rituals and to step out 
in faith allowing Him to lead us. From the head of our churches down. 

Pharisees and Sadducees fell into this trap of religiosity let it no longer 
be our portion so let us pray that the chains of religiosity be broken and 
that God's light shines through all our churches in Jesus name 

 

13/08/2017 - Good morning everyone. God is building something special 
in AIM. Not wishing at all to give the enemy any undue attention, so 
I mention in passing only that I have felt under attack recently and 
maybe some of you have too. Ultimately this encourages us because 
our earnest desire is to give God the glory and do his work and we 
must expect opposition. 

14 But I trust in you, Lord;I say, ‘You are my God.’15 My times are in 
your hands; deliver me from the hands of my enemies, from those who 
pursue me. 

Psalms 31:14-15 | NIVUK 

 

15/08/2017 - Good morning everyone. I found it difficult praying 
yesterday but I felt my theme was "the fear of the Lord". There is a lot 
of fear and uncertainty around these days but we are to fear the Lord 
and nothing else.  

" The Lord is exalted, for He dwells on high. He will fill Zion (Ashford ) 
with justice and righteousness. He will be the sure foundation for your 
times, a rich source of salvation and wisdom and knowledge; the fear 
of the Lord is the key to this treasure."  Isaiah 33:5-6 

 Looking for a clearer definition of what it means to fear the Lord : 

Those who honour God and order their lives in accordance with His will 
(His revealed will is His Word) because of their reverence for Him. 

 



 

So then I came back to thinking about 2Chronicals7:14 if my people who 
are called by my name humble themselves etc. 

I am recognising more what the Lord is doing in my life to foster 
humility and accepting the discipline rather than fighting it.  

I prayed mostly for Christians in Ashford to have the fear of the Lord 
and to be drawn together over the various days of prayer for the 
nation. 

 

15/08/2017 - Thank you for this and for persevering even if it was 
difficult.  I believe it is a word direct from God as He has caused me to 
consider how different we Christians would be, how different I would 
be if we had a real reverent fear of Him.  It is the beginning of wisdom 
as the bible says.   

 

15/08/2017 - Thanks for the great reminder today What treasure we 
carry in this place and for this place! 

 

15/08/2017 - This confirms what God has been saying to me for several 
weeks that the church has more of a fear of man than a fear of God. 
This is confirmation to me of what God is saying. Thank you Lord. 

15/08/2017 - Amen everyone. Let us move forward trusting in the Lords 
plan for us and this town. Lord, give us wisdom and discernment to see 
where you are moving and follow after you.  

11 For as the soil makes the young plant come upand a garden causes 
seeds to grow,so the Sovereign Lord will make righteousnessand praise 
spring up before all nations.  Isaiah 61:11 | NIVUK 

 

 

 



 

 

15/08/2017 - Today was my day to pray for Ashford & this morning I 
was watching these children playing in a river & jumping the stepping 
stones & going across on a rope swing. What fun they were having but 
what trust they all had in each other as they all helped with no fear.  It 
struck me how we need to be helping & supporting each other with no 
fear.  Galatians 5 tells us we have this wonderful freedom in Christ.  
Whilst Walking & praying for Ashford Christians, you our brothers & 
sisters in Jesus, praying that the Holy Spirit will fill you all, I also 
prayed that the opposition would float away & disappear, at the same 
time the Church Bells were ringing beautifully!  Later I am looking at 
Romans 12. Where Paul urges us Brothers & Sisters to not conform to 
the patterns of this world & to renew our minds and for each of us as 
one body but many members with different functions & gifts, working 
together in Christ to form one body to belong together.  

I am just seeing this as a picture with no fear in Gods love for us to work 
as one. 

 

15/08/2017 - Amen! That's beautiful. 

 

15/08/2017 - I have to agree, so beautiful, and spot on. Fear holds so 
many people back in their Christian walk and we need to break that so 
that we can reach out. We need to show what it is that God has done 
and is doing in our lives. If all others see is fear, why would they trust 
us when we tell them that Jesus has transformed our lives. People who 
don't know Jesus want to see the evidence and that evidence is freedom. 
It can be seen even in the midst of chaos and crisis. Thank you all for 
sharing these Words from the Lord. It helps us to focus in on what He's 
doing in us and around us all. Amen  

 

 



 

 

16/08/2017 - My readings have been in Nehemiah lately. His spirit-
inspired passion was to build Jerusalem's walls. God gave him favour 
with the King. He persisted in the face of much opposition of all types 
including from his own people. He did not allow himself to be distracted 
by it. He showed excellent strategic and spiritual leadership. He 
underpinned everything with prayer. What is my wall? Our wall? To 
see the kingdom of God breaking through in our town. We will/are 
facing opposition. But there is favour from the council - they turned to 
Christians to partner in youthwork (Uprising) welcoming Syrian 
refugees and with the rough sleepers/homeless (churches Together) and 
give us financial support also. Will our churches fight with us, or will 
they falter? Become distracted by inner turmoil, complacency, fear? We 
know we must persist in prayer, underpinning social action (like those 
examples above) and the evangelism going on in the town. The kingdom 
is dynamic. Pushing forward. (Matt 9:16-17). And we are warriors in 
the front line. 

 

16/08/2017 - Amen.  Romans 8:31.  If God is for us, who can be against 
us? 

 

16/08/2017 - Amen and amen. What God has purposed no one and 
nothing can stop!! Isaiah 14:27 

 

16/08/2017 - Agree with you all.  God is with us, his dynamic kingdom 
is for all.   

 

 

 

 



 

25/08/2017 - I didn't sense anything 'new' from God when praying 
yesterday but an affirmation that we are in His will and I found that 
really reassuring. As someone who is naturally a 'doer' I know God is 
doing something in me too as He is teaching me to be patient and not 
worry if the next 'instruction or thing to do' is not immediately 
forthcoming! I believe that much of what is happening through Ring of 
Fire is also refinement in our own lives too as we spend time in God's 
presence and trust Him. So my text is an encouragement and 
affirmation. What I did see today though is something that Canon 
Andrew White shared. This lovely picture is based on Isaiah 54 v11 - 17. 

I just love the image and the caption too....Abundant Peace 😍 Just 
imagined Ashford in the picture.....so reassuring that if God is for us 
then nothing is against us. Love to all xx 



 

 



 

 

25/08/2017 - Amen to your wonderful encouragement & yes such an 
amazing bright picture, I imagine closer up it is even more stunning.   

 

26/08/2017 - I have had a similar experience with the days leading up 
to my day today of keep coming across Be Still and Know I Am God so 
not sure if it is for me or wider.  

 

26/08/2017 - I have had that too. 

 

29/08/2017 - My day yesterday so I started with be still and know that 
I am God.  My usual response to this is He is telling me He has it all 
under control and to stop worrying, meddling He doesn't need my help.  
However as I was still!  I found myself focussing on the Know.  I felt He 
was saying ACT like you believe I am God.  Look at what I have done 
in the past, in the world, in your life.  KNOW be assured be confident.  
BE is not passive.  Illustrate your faith in me.  This verse comes from 
PS46 which also talks about no need to fear.  Lots of other good things 
too.  He will be exalted.  Whatever is going on He is still God.  By 
participating in this ring of fire we are inviting God and all He is into 
Ashford and for His will to be done.  His name to be glorified.  His 
Kingdom come. E.M.Bounds book weapon of prayer says "prayer puts 
God's work in His hands and keeps it there. It looks to Him constantly 
& depends on Him implicitly to further His own cause."  Isa 45:11, Acts 
14:15, Ps 81:10. 

Further to the Know I am God I also found myself thinking about my 
reverence of Him and my fear of Him.  Was it even a thing. Am I really 
in awe of Him all the time?  Do I act like I know He is God in other 
ways.  If I did, wouldn't I be out in the streets every day showing His 
love sharing my faith and praying more fervently for Ashford etc.etc.  
How do I illustrate I KNOW He is God, am I obedient in such a way it 
shows I hold Him in that place of reverence?   



 

Thinking about the weekend of prayer.  Will I Know He is God enough 
to go out in the high st and offer prayer to strangers.  To pray for a 
period over the 24hrs, to attend the afternoon prayer meeting and the 
praise party.  If I KNOW He is God and love Him like I say won't the 
answer be obvious, if so why am I thinking about what I can do, what 
bits will be uncomfortable. Like has been said He is working in us as 
well as in Ashford as a result of this ring of fire.  Thank you Lord. 

What we are doing Is great and really important.  We still have a few 
days left uncovered so ask others to join us and let's cover all and even 
double up the days.  We Know He is God and He wants us to ask Him 
for our hearts desire for Ashford and beyond so let's keep on keeping 
on.  In addition to all of this I was also reminded about the heart and 
it's role in the body.  We as praying people are the hearts of our churches 
and together the heart of Ashford pumping for God.  We are vital and 
a life force and we need to recognise our role as God's agents in praying 
in His Kingdom for His Glory.  It is a privilege.  God Bless you. 

 

29/08/2017 - Thank you. God is making a beautiful thing with us 

17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is freedom. 18 And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the 
Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing 
glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

2 Corinthians 3:17-18 | NIVUK 

 

29/08/2017 - Thank you  When we were at church on Sunday we were 
singing the song In the Name of the Father and I just found myself 
reflecting again and again on the words....'And the world will see that, 
our God saves'. Those who love the Lord are the ones who God uses to 
show Him to the world. Our lives need to reflect His glory so no one can 
question who He is and that He saves!! Bless you for sharing  

 



 

31/08/2017 - Not a single word of Your good promises for Ashford will 
fail Father. No human problem however hard or hopeless or impossible 
is too hard for You. You are able to give life to the dead and call into 
being here in Ashford that which does not yet exist....transformation. 
So today Father we choose not to stagger at Your promises. What You 
say You will perform .We choose to carry Your Presence into every 
place we go in Ashford today ' Amen! 

 

31/08/2017 - May the fire of the Holy Spirit take hold of all of us that 
we too can go out in boldness and speak to the multitudes with such 
ardour that they think we must be drunk, with such understanding 
that they think we are speaking directly to each of them in their 
language, with such passion that hearts will be moved in the mighty 
name of Jesus xx 

 

03/09/2017 - Hi all, today was my day to pray and God challenged me, 
to be fair, He usually does.    He said that as Ashford has grown so have 
big businesses and the amount of people who are coming here that are 
often linked with big businesses.  With big business can come the 
temptation for corruption and all that it brings.  In John 2:13 - 16 Jesus 
turned over the tables of the traders in the Temple because they were 
defiling it.  If Ashford is to become a temple of God then corruption of 
any kind in these influential places must be cleansed or removed.                                                      
Ashford has deep demonic strongholds that need breaking, many in 
disguise.  We need to pray that these are all uncovered wherever they 
are, and that we remove them by Prayer, we cannot move forward 
unless we remove the enemy from a place where we have gladly invited 
him to place his feet and spread his darkness.                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 



 

 

As Christians it's easy to say we've not done that, but by our lack of 
Prayer, in the past together, as we are now, has weakened us, but now 
we are standing strong and the enemy will soon realise that there is no 
longer a place for him in Ashford, for God's people are taking this town 
back!!! 

                                                                                                                                

03/09/2017 - We definitely need to pray together more and build up the 
highway.  May God continue to guide and lead us.  

 

11/09/2017 - Driving back home to Ashford along the M20 from 
Maidstone this evening after work and saw a wonderful, huge rainbow 

🌈 looking as though it was literally spanning Ashford ahead of me. Just 
felt God saying that He keeps His promises and He has given us those 
promises through His word for Ashford. Was a wonderful reminder of 
His ongoing faithfulness for our town 

 

12/09/2017 - Isaiah 9:2  The people walking in darkness have seen a 
great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has 
dawned 

 

12/09/2017 - Yes Yes Yes !! I have just been reading those same powerful 
words this morning.  'Let Your Light Shine over Ashford today Jesus 
through us, as we carry Your Presence !' 

 

 

 

 



 

12/09/2017 - As I was walking through town to get to the station this 
morning and listening to a song Yeshua ha mashiach, Jesus is messiah 
the lion of Judah, I felt in my heart to pray for Ashford streets, for 
covering of the blood of Jesus and for his mercy on the youth of this city. 
My heart filled with so much joy and for a moment all troubles did not 
matter and did not exist because I was praising my Lord 

 

12/09/2017 - So true! I work for Aspire, the education branch of Uprising 
Youth and Community CIO (Christian charity forAshford). Next Mon 
18th we start our next school year with 12 14-16 yr olds who would 
otherwise be excluded from school. Please pray for us - the kids are 
obviously difficult and have problematic family backgrounds and we 
demonstrate the love of Jesus to and for them. 

 

12/09/2017 - I woke this morning with the Lion of Judah playing in my 
mind. He is a roaring lion and will redeem our children and our town

 

12/09/2017 - I've never heard of that...is it a new initiative? May God 
bless you and the team abundantly in what you are doing. May he give 
you strength, wisdom and above all may the love of God flow in you 
and through you to touch and minister to these young people. 

 

12/09/2017 - No it's 5 years old now. When our website is up I'll send the 
link 

 

 

 

 



 

 

12/09/2017 - I know of children who come along to 'uprising'.  You & 
your team do such amazing work, your care & devotion is what God 
asks & you do. I know we do need God to Roar for our children with all 
of our prayers we are doing exactly that with his grace. 

 

12/09/2017 - Dear all, it was my turn to pray for Ashford today. I 
decided to sit in Victoria Park and be at one with the Lord there. 
Everything looked so beautiful in the sunshine that you cannot help 
but smile and praise God. As I was sitting there I got this urge to tell a 
group of teenagers, who were obviously with the new college, that 
Jesus loved them. I seek His forgiveness because as I paused to think 
about it the moment passed together with the students. So I began to 
pray and kept getting O Jerusalem, Jerusalem (Matt 23: 37). When I 
got home I began praying again for Ashford and received Luke 1:76-
79. It is about going out and giving His people the knowledge of 
salvation through the forgiveness of their sins so the rising sun will 
come to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death. 
Help us dear Lord. I believe our prayers have to be accompanied by 
actions. May the Lord give us the boldness to step out. 

Also thought it was interesting reading what has been said today that 
our children and youth feature very heavily today. They are the future  

 

14/09/2017 - Thanks to all who prayed this pm. It was a great time of 
prayer. God is definitely moving. It's time to be encouraged and Bold.

 

14/09/2017 -Thank you for tonight. It was truly a blessed time and I am 
so excited about what God is doing in our midst.  

 

 



 

15/09/2017 - 'Our mouths were filled with laughter and our tongues with 
songs of joy. Then it will be said among the nations (Ashford).... 'The 
Lord has done great things for us and we are filled with joy ' Psalm 126 
v 2-3 

 

15/09/2017 - God is so amazing, thank you lord that you are.   Today is 
my day, so just to start with I just want to pray as The Sun is lifting so 
may you God lift Ashford & fill it with your love from heaven 

Today I saw many of our young College students spilling out at lunch 
time in Ashford, all proudly wearing their lanyards. This made me 
think of the lanyards we can be wearing next Saturday with such 
confidence as we share our stories as we will be holding on to our Jesus.  
I also came across Paul's spiritual empowering prayer. Ephesians 3:14 

When I think of the wisdom & scope of God's plan, I fall to my knees & 
pray to the Father, the creator of everything in heaven & on earth. I 
pray that from his unlimited resources he will give you mighty inner 
strength through his Holy Spirit. I will also pray that Jesus will be more 
& more at home in our hearts as we trust in him. May your roots go 
deep down into the soil of God's marvellous love and may your heart & 
mind have the power to understand as all God's people should, how 
wide, how long, how high & how deep his love really is! Then you will be 
fulfilled with life & power that comes from God. Now Glory be to God. 
By his mighty power at work within us, he is able to accomplish 
infinitely more than we would ever dare to ask for or to hope for. Amen. 

 

 


